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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Authority to Declassify Information on U, S, Navy

Efforts to Break Japanese Codes in World War II

REFERENCE: Letter from Vice Admiral Rufus Taylor to
Mr, C. D, Blair, Jr,, dated 9 October 1971

l. Vice Admiral Harlfinger telephoned General Cushman on
22 October in an attempt to determine what senior U. S. Government
official has authority to permit declassification and publication of
information on U, S, Navy efforts to break Japanese codes in World
War II,

2, Admiral Harlfinger's call was a consequence of his conver-
sation with Vice Admiral Rufus Taylor in response to Admiral Taylor's
9 October letter to Mr., C. D. Blair, Jr. of Miami, Florida (please
see reference)s Mr, Blair had written Admiral Taylor for information
for a book which he proposes to write on U, S. Navy code breaking
efforts during World War II. In his reply to Mr, Blair Admiral Taylor
said that he did not have authority to comply with the request and
suggested that Admiral Harlfinger and the Director of Central Intelligence
were the authorities to make the necessary policy decision to declassify
such previously sensitive information,

3. Admiral Harlfinger told General Cushman that he and
Admiral Taylor believe that perhaps the time has come to permit
publication of some information on the wartime work against Japanese
naval codes, Admiral Harlfinger also believes that release of such
information would be consistent with President Nixon'’s desire to
release more classified information to the public. Admiral Harlfinger
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suggested that the information in question could be declassified and
given to a responsible author for preparation of a book,

Admiral Harlfinger's call to General Cushman was to determine

who in the U, S. Government has the authority to declas sify the
information and permit its publication. General Cushman asked

me to pass the question to Mr, Proctor for reply to Admiral Harlfinger,

4. Ibelieve that the initiative in this case must rest with the
Navy. Admiral Harlfinger should determine what the Navy wants to
do and submit a precise proposal to the Secretary of Defense through
USIB, The Director can then forward USIB's views to the Secretary
of Defense, who, as the Government's executive agent for communi-
cations intelligence matters, should have the ultimate approval
authority,

EA/DDCI

Distribution:
Orig, - DDI
1 - DDCI

2
Approved For Release 2005/08/12 : CIA-RDP80B01495R000900120031-9

SECRE!



e b e e m—

S . e ' Drcontive --‘,,:-
' sas : 0120031-9 @ ileriuiry
P ed For Relaase 2005/08/12 : CIA-RDP80B01495R08Q$0 F
- g 77 - OFAT

October 9th, 1971
STAT o eseben T, 1971
/})Ro Cc 0. /3.([2,&/2, {7/10 l

Dear fin, Blain, ; '
o This wild acknowdedy e yourn Lettern of 6 Octoben, 1971, asking for
information cwnceaning lo 3o effonits 1o break Japanese codes in Wondd War /1.
‘ ) Vice Adminal Hardlingen whose #ob dncludes concern for prodection
of sounces and methods of intelligence codlection, enned in Judgement at deasi,
by glving you my. name ad a dounce of infommation. ‘
| Lacking official approvaly, I wild not hedp you in any wayy, ahape
or form o punsue this aubject, on on off the necord.

You mention dong discussions wiih Joe Pochefont and Juspen Hodmes
bud do not indicate what they gaid, Roth of them have been very caneful in the past
about wauthoniged disclosures 40 [ find it difficult o bedieve they have changed
now no matten what may be thein views on the disclosune podicy of the government,

I{ Vice fdninal Grenfedl and oihens made the revelations you meniion I can ondy
- cnclude that they have eithen viodated Lnatrucitions on they know something I don'i
. about cunnent disclosune podicy reganding the effectiveness,, or dack of &4 of oun
- erypoanalyptic effonts, padt or no,
1 do not find compedling ihe angunent that nestnictions should be
eased because Jack Holtwich is writing a book and Joe Rochefort hao neconded a 5
- Mrasaive non-clasaified onal histony”, Non do I negard Melodlun as eithen a Rnow=
Legeabde source in this matien on a qualifiad judge of what showld on showld not
be c(@aiﬂwL In fact, I very much deplore ithe growing Lendency of joumnalists,

| bleeding heants, and gartulous odd timens 2o decide for themselves what hithento
<ecnet beans can be apilled safely, o '
. Perbaps the time has come o ease mestrictionds I'm not in a poaiiion
Ko know.  But. thene ane people in d poaidion do know and aay, prineipal amongai whom
&s the Directon of Centnad Intelligence uho is changed by the Wational Secunity
~Act fnendments of 1949" with ”p/wzfed&lg'--imfe{légemm <ounces and methods from un=
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Gesper Hodmes must have discisocd Hhio podind widlh you. e has nod
ondy urgal officd ally the casing of nestnictions, but has adso aubmilded s CrLpils
on goveral occasions.  He b boen dunned down coch Lime afden due and /.u,U_ Con=
slavralion even, //mm;/n lhes wnng conaidenvd, the beal r/un,/x'/iirr/ man, 4o o Lhe /'u/‘/. To

Gedaat of my /\nnm/m’:;(' het s aceeplal lthese (Iz’owum/:l gnacefuddy and /<r'/;l Lhe
faiil,

I woudd, therefonre, suggest that you aeek official sanction of a com-
pedding dort and, if you get it, collaborate with Jasper Hodnes on ithe book you have
i mind, In that case I dhink you widd find that the people who can hedp you do
Lhe job wight will be weady and, willing o do <o.

Sincenredy,

Rufues Lo Taylon
Vice Adninad, U. So Navy (ret. )

(s The Direciton of (entral lnzfédég,ence
Tte (hiel of Naval Openations
The (ommanden, A’avgfl [nzfeu:.gmce Sg,aéemd

| upponrt (ommand,
. Cazmzande./z Widfned g #o.éixea, Usy: /m/
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